
ENGLISH 10 HONORS 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Welcome to 10th Grade Honors English at SFCA!  This is your Independent Summer Reading Assignment: 
 
Obtain a copy and read an unedited version of 1984 by George Orwell.  Since annotating is the most powerful 
way to read and understand a book, purchasing your own copy would be the wisest thing to do; however, if 
you do get a copy from the library, you may use sticky notes for your annotations.  During the first week of 
school, you will be required to write an analysis essay of this novel. Additionally, there will be an independent 
project assigned that is related to the book.  It is expected that you will have read the book in its entirety by 
the first day of school in August. 
 
ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS 
 
ASSIGNMENT #1 
Theme exploration – In a spiral notebook, discuss how each theme below is 1) conveyed in the novel (cite 
evidence) and 2) applied to the era in which the novel is written.  Be sure to have one well-written paragraph 
for each element. 
- Socialist Ideals 
- Power 
- Repression 
- Identity 

 
ASSIGNMENT #2 
Figurative Language Documentation – Look for figurative language in the novel.  Complete a chart (within the 
same spiral notebook) with 15 examples identifying the page number, quotation with figurative language 
within, type of figurative language employed, and the effect of the figurative language.  To determine the 
effect, ask yourself, “How would the meaning change if the language changed?”  Use the following format for 
your chart: 
 

PAGE EXAMPLE FROM NOVEL TYPE OF 
FIGURATIVE 
LANGUAGE 

EFFECT OF THE FIGURATIVE 
LANGUAGE ON READERS 

23 “We dined on these occasions in the 
kitchen, and adjourned, for nuts and 
oranges and apples, to the parlour, 
which was a change very like Joe’s 
change from his working clothes to his 
Sunday dress 

Simile The comparison made me 
laugh because I remembered 
how funny Joe seemed dressed 
in the clothes that didn’t suit 
him.  It also helped me 
understand that the “parlour” 
must have been formal and 
uncomfortable 

 
***These assignments will be due on the first day of school (August 11th)  


